POLES CO-CREATORS OF AMERICAN DREAM

POLACY WSPOLTWORCY AMERICAN DREAM

The price of the success of the first waves of immigration
was the difficult working conditions, the pressure of assimilation
and "glass ceilings" (an invisible barrier that keeps people at
a certain level of career despite their qualifications, a particularly
strict system of nostrification of medical diplomas) and, above
all, a debt of memory: too low a symbolic valuation of the Polish
contribution perpetuated the stereotype of a uniform, "rural-
working" Polish diaspora. The answer does not lie in resentment,
but in the visibility of facts and the inclusion of Polish diaspora
stories in the mainstream of stories about American modernity
and the American dream.

Both the first generation (born in Poland) and the second
generation (children of Polish and Jewish-Polish immigrants)
have left a clear mark on big business in the US: from industrial
conglomerates, through funds and developers, to film studios,
Big Tech and consumer brands.

Point immigrants from Polish (with a short "dividend", i.e.
contribution to the development of the USA) are presented by
field in a selected way.

Public Service, Strategy, Security

Tadeusz Kosciuszko — ‘"architect of advantage": field
engineering from Bemis Heights (Saratoga) to the West Point
system; he gave Washington's army time, terrain and initiative.
Dividend: cheaper victory and faster alliance building.
Casimir Pulaski — "the father of American cavalry":
Brandywine cover, standardization of reconnaissance and
insurance, Pulaski's Legion (often from his own property).
Dividend: the operational mobility of the army.

Haym Salomon (Leszno, ca. 1740-1785) — a Polish-Jewish
merchant; in New York he joined the Sons of Liberty, after
British arrest he fled to Philadelphia and worked as a broker
with Robert Morris. He organized French and Dutch loans, lent
Congress — also his own funds — becoming a key financier
of the Revolution. Commemorated with the Heald Square
Monument in Chicago and the 1975 U.S. Stamp. Contributors
to the Cause.

Ignacy Paderewski — virtuoso and politician; he made Wilson's
Point 13 present and popularized 14 points, promoting the
idea of a "cordon sanitaire" towards the USSR. As a delegate
of the victorious West, he became the prime minister of the
reborn Polish alongside Chief J. Pitsudski (from the camp of
the loser in the First World War). His concert diplomacy and
strengthened the soft power of the USA.

Zbigniew Brzezinski — Carter's security adviser: the
"China Charter", human rights, a strengthened NATO path,
the response to Afghanistan; later an advocate of NATO
enlargement. Dividend: weakening the USSR's freedom of
manoeuvre and incorporating Polish into the West.

John M. Shalikashvili (born in Warsaw) — from a war refugee
(he survived the Warsaw Uprising of 1944) to the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff; a model of coalition action (Provide
Comfort) and Partnership for Peace. Dividend: the standard of
cooperation in NATO.

Ryszard Kuklinski — warned the Americans against the
attack of Warsaw Pact troops on Western Europe in 1972,
which resulted in the implementation of a policy of détente
with "Moscow" at the price of a high loan of 100 billion for the
import of Western technologies, which for Polish amounted to
30 billion (current 240 billion — 2025). It caused the centrally
planned economy to "choke", i.e. to fall ill with mammoth
disease and cause the SOLIDARITY Revolution leading to the
collapse of the People's Republic of Poland and the USSR and
winning the Cold War without a battle.

John Paul Il and "Solidarity" — a moral impulse to the erosion
of the Soviet bloc; in constructive collaboration with US policy,
they have tipped the balance in Central Europe. Dividend for
the US: victory in the Cold War without a hot war.

Engineering, Infrastructure, Aerospace

Ralph Modjeski (Rudolf Modrzejewski) — the most
outstanding U.S. bridge builder of his era: crossing Delaware,
Mississippi, Ohio, Michigan and California; The office (still
in operation today) introduced standards for strength
calculations, tests and assembly, connecting the railway with
ports and removing the "bottlenecks" of logistics. Dividend:
Reduced transport costs and increased reliability.

Igor Sikorsky (of Russian-Polish origin from Podolia) —
standardized the single-rotor helicopter and translated it
into mass production and use (MEDEVAC, communications,
ASW). Dividend: new vertical mobility of the armed forces
and services.

Frank Piasecki (born in the USA; parents from Polish) —
tandem-rotor system (from H-21 to Chinook line): heavy
airborne transfer and logistics on an industrial scale. Dividend:
transport advantage.

Andrzej Koztowski — as one of the main co-managers
(in aircraft construction) in the design of the F-35 as
a 5th generation fighter; The program's ecosystem (network-
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centricity, stealth) "ties" command, sensors, and weaponry.
Dividend: a generational leap in U.S. air superiority.
Julia Koztowski (born in the USA; daughter of immigrants)
— work on the Raptor engine (SpaceX) and rocket chain to
Mars. Dividend: technology for the new aerospace.

Computer Science and Digital

Paul (Pawet) Baran — (born in Poland) described distributed
packet connectivity (packets, dynamic routing, link
redundancy), which has become a paradigm of resilient
networks and a reference point for ARPANET/Internet.
Dividend: global connectivity and the foundation of the "new
economy".

Jack Tramiel (Idek Trzmiel) — (parents from Polish) "computers
for the masses": popularization of home computer science
(Commodore/Atari). Dividend: democratizing access to IT.
Steve Wozniak (born in the USA; Polish father) — Apple I/
ll: the hardware imagination of the PC. Dividend: The Mass
Market for Personal Computers.

Wojciech Zaremba — (born in Poland) co-founder of
OpenAl (Al threshold for industry and services). Dividend:
Accelerating automation.

Janusz Bryzek (born in Poland) — MEMS and the "Internet
of Sensors": a bridge between the physical and the digital.
Dividend: the sensory layer of the modern economy.

Science (mathematics, logic, civilization)

Stanistaw Ulam — Monte Carlo method and co-author of
the Teller-Ulam scheme (architecture of nuclear deterrence
of H-bombs). Dividend: Computational Simulation and
Deterrence Paradigm.

Alfred Tarski — semantic theory of truth; foundations of logic
and model theory. Dividend: the language of precision in the
formal sciences.

Benoit Mandelbrot — fractal geometry; a measurement
culture with heavy tails and scalability (from finance to
medicine). Dividend: a description of the complexity in
engineering and risk analysis.

Czestaw Mitosz (Literatura 1980) — born in Lithuania;
Dividend for the USA: as a professor at UC Berkeley, he gave
the American debate a language for the experience of Central
Europe and totalitarianism; It influenced the humanities, the
media, and the way elites think about freedom and foreign
policy.

Jan Iwanczyk — (graduate of the University of Warsaw),
physicist-instrumentalist, who integrated direct conversion
materials (CdTe/CZT, Hgl,), low-noise electronics and
counter architectures (photon-counting with thresholds)
into complete imaging modules and systems. In the USA, he
co-created the first X-ray spectral/PCCT demonstrators and
gamma systems (breast, preclinic), which resulted in lower
doses, better contrast, material decomposition (K-edge) and
real clinical implementations. Its detectors and measuring

tracks have also found their way into security, industry
(baggage scanners, NDT) and synchrotrons; thanks to work
in R&D companies (Gamma Medica, DxRay), the technology
went from the laboratories to short series. Dividend: better
diagnostics and safety, a new supply chain (detectors—ASIC—
software) and a material-electronics—algorithms—system
integration pattern.

Andrzej Targowski — the author of the concept of
INFOSTRADA in the People's Republic of Poland; the
related slogan information superhighway was popularized
in the USA by Vice President Al Gore. He implemented
Telecity (Kalamazoo) — a municipal network of e-services
(education, health, administration) anti-smart city. Author
of The Semantic Ladder (data — information — concept
— knowledge — wisdom), the theory of nine minds and
the development of the theory of civilization (society-
culture-infrastructure; globalization/virtualization). Dividend:
a language that combines engineering with public policy.

A dozen Nobel Prize winners
- Polish and Jewish-Polish with the Polishness bug

Culture, visual arts and music

Helena Modrzejewska (Modjeska) — Shakespeare's star in
the USA; The tour built the visibility of Polish culture and the
prestige of the diaspora. Dividend: soft power and patronage.
Pola Negri (Apolonia Chatupiec) — the first great European
woman in Hollywood; A precursor of the celebrity managing
the image. Dividend: the global style of the Polish surname.
Gene Krupa (born Chicago, USA; Polish immigrant parents)
— jazz drummer, pioneer of drum solo and modern drum kit
(Slingerland, tom-toms). He starred in films and recordings
with the Hollywood entertainment machine. Dividend:
popularized jazz in mass culture.

Bobby Vinton — "Polish Prince", pop star ("Roses Are Red',
"Blue Velvet', "Mr. Lonely"); in 1974 he returned with the hit
"My Melody of Love" with the chorus "My dear, | love you",
in the 70s he hosted "The Bobby Vinton Show". Later, he
built a brand in Branson (Blue Velvet Theatre). Dividend: he
combined ethnic pride with the mainstream—Polish inserts
and white and red accents made identity a market asset and
increased the visibility of the Polish diaspora.

Liberace (Wtadystaw Valentino Liberace) — a pianist of
Polish-Italian origin (mother: Frances Zuchowski). A television
phenomenon of the 50s (The Liberace Show), then the creator
of the "Las Vegas style": residencies, candelabras, crystal
capes, opera sets and close contact with the audience.
During his lifetime, he was one of the highest paid artists;
he founded a museum and a scholarship fund in Vegas.
Dividend: popularized residency as a business model and
solidified the Las Vegas brand; influenced Elvis, Elton John,
and contemporary pop residencies.

Tamara de Lempicka — embodies the "American dream" of
the artist, who came to the USA in 1939 with a European
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workshop and found in Beverly Hills an audience hungry for
her modernist, sensual style. Her paintings were bought by the
elites of film and business as signs of luxury and modernity,
and the art market elevated her to global recognition and
multi-million auction prices. Returns to popular culture —
exhibitions, albums, musicals — have cemented her brand.
Lempicka remains a symbol of creative courage and how
American freedom can amplify talent.

Zbigniew Nyczak — a recognizable language of painting
of the elites and everyday life; m.in works in the permanent
collection of the National Portrait in the largest American
Smithonian Museum. Dividend: presence of the Polish name
in major U.S. cultural institutions.

Film

Samuel Goldwyn — (born in Warsaw, of Jewish-Polish origin).
Founder of Goldwyn Pictures (later part of MGM); Bronistaw
Kaper (Oscar for Lili), Henryk Wars (music for Flipper)
and lIzabella Scorupco (GoldenEye) m.in shone in this line.
Dividend: co-creators of the star model and the "factory"
production of the film.

Brothers Warner (Harry, Albert, Sam) (born in Mazovia) and
Jack (born in Canada, of Jewish-Polish origin). Later, the
"Polish footprint" in this film studio was strengthened by
filmmakers such as Roman Polanski (Frantic), Agnieszka
Holland (The Secret Garden) and Andrzej Bartkowiak (The
Devil's Advocate, Romeo Must Die). Dividend: is atechnological
breakthrough (switching Hollywood to sound), a permanent
business model for the studio (production-distribution-
cinema), and a powerful contribution to American culture and
soft power (genres, animation, social and war films).

Billy Wilder (born in Poland, Jewish-Polish) — defined
American noir and comedy; multiple Oscar, (Sunset Boulevard,
Some Like It Hot, The Apartment). Polish traces of Wilder can
be seen when Marilyn Monroe appears as Sugar Kowalczyk
in "Half Joking, Half Serious", Countess Sobryanski appears
in "Fedora", and in his hometown of Sucha Beskidzka there is
a centre named after him commemorating the director's ties
with Poland. Dividend: the language of irony in cinema.

Andrzej Targowski

+ Roman Polanski(bornin Poland) brought European sensitivity
and psychological depth to US cinema: Rosemary's Baby
created a model of atmospheric horror, and Chinatown
renewed noir, combining the spectacle with social allegory
and the dark image of Los Angeles. Dividend: breaking
conventions, moral ambivalence, European grotesque. After
the tragedy (the murder of his wife Sharon Tate), his career
was broken by a criminal case in 1977. He pleaded guilty to
some of the charges and, fearing severe punishment, fled the
U.S. — since then undesirable in Hollywood, despite winning
an Oscar for "The Pianist" in 2003.

Janusz Kaminski (born in Poland) — the "grammar of light"

of contemporary cinema (from "Schindler's List" to "The

Fabelmans"). Dividend: the image standard for the entire

industry.

Bronistaw Kaper (born in Poland, of Jewish-Polish origin) —

MGM composer, Oscar for Lili (1953), author of the standard

On Green Dolphin Street. He co-created the "American sound"

of film in the 1940s and 1960s.

The contribution of immigrants from Polish to the American
dream was to combine European experience, culture, and
education with the openness of the American market, which
enabled rapid social and professional advancement. Poles
brought talents — from artists like Pola Negri to scientists,
engineers and entrepreneurs like Modjewski — who found space
for development and global recognition in the US. Their fates
illustrate the essence of the American myth: work, creativity and
courage gave recognition, prosperity and a permanent place in
the culture and economy of the new world.

At the same time, Poles co-created the American "freedom
dividend": Kosciuszko and Pulaski strengthened the foundation of
the revolution, Paderewski, Brzezinski and Kuklinski added moral
and political capital in key moments of the twentieth century, and
"Solidarity" reminded the world of the power of freedom. In the
"prosperity dividend", they have increased productivity through
work, entrepreneurship andinnovation, from steel millsand mines
to laboratories and universities. All in all, Polish immigrants not
only benefited from the American dream, but also strengthened
its foundations — freedom, institutions and prosperity and power
thanks to m.in. Ulam and Baran and indirectly St. John Paul I1.

b. President of the World Council for the Study of the Polish Diaspora Member of the Mojeska Club — Los Angeles
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